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to 1939-40) was as low as 0.2.
From the point of view of the production of crystal sugar
the province of Bombay occupies the most important position
in the whole of the peninsular India. The major part of the
total amount of sugar produced in this province comes from
the region known as 'the Bombay Deccan'* This region con-
sists of a plateau varying from 800 to 2,000 feet in height.
Average rainfall varies from 20 to 30 inches and the cane is
grown entirely under irrigation. The upper courses of the
rivers Godavari and Kistna and their tributaries like the
Pravara, the Mutha and the Nira have all been tapped to pro-
vide limited irrigation facilities in the districts of Ahmed-
nagar, Nasik, Poona, Sholapur and Satara. The soil of this
region is of volcanic origin, formed by the weathering of the
Deccan trap. At a distance varying from a few inches to
about six feet there is a substratum of a porous nature.
Wherever it exists within two or three feet of the surface,
an excellent under-drainage is provided. But in places whete
this substratum is found at a greater depth than this, the
drainage is poor and there is the danger of water-logging and
salt-efflorescence. Cane can be successfully cultivated only
if the supply of water is strictly controlled. In spite of the
over-strict regulations of the irrigation department of the
Government of Bombay, water-logging and salt-efflorescence
have during the last forty years rendered unfit for cultivation
nearly 35 per cent of the irrigable area on the older canals.
Although this region is situated entirely within the tropics,
the sugar-cane crops in the northernmost part (with an ele-
vation from 1,600 to 1,800 ft.) are liable to be damaged by
occasional frosts. In 1929 the damage to cane by a severe
frost amounted to 27 per cent of the crop and in two later
years the loss was estimated at between 5 and 10 per cent.
The percentage of the area under cane in the province of
Bombay to the total area cultivated, on an average, (1935-36
Jo 1939-40) was 0.3 only.
The lower percentage of sugar-cane acreage in the Bom-
bay Province indicates that the sugar-cane areas are too scat-
tered about for a modern sugar factory to rely upon the cane
supplies obtainable from the fields of the cultivators. Conse-
quently most of the factories in the Bombay Deccan grow the